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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's preliminary amendment dated 10/16/2007 is acknowledged. Claims 1-9, 13- 
26, 30, and 32 are presented for examination. Claims 10-12, 27-29, and 31 are 
cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1, 13, 14, 24, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. The language "the client 
computer being capable of makes the limitations optional and does not require the 
steps to be performed. Appropriate action is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1, 3-7, 14, 17-23, 30, 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
unpatentable over Camaisa et al. (5,845,263). 

Re claim 1, Camaisa et al. disclose a system for management of a restaurant or bar, 
comprising: a) a server computer (see e.g. fig. 1-108), and b) at least one client 
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computer, the client computer being capable of transmitting information to, and 
receiving information from, the server computer (see e.g. fig. 1-102), wherein the server 
is programmed to store and update a menu of items available at the restaurant or bar 
[see e.g. col. 11, lines 4-18 -The large area database is updated by the individual 
vendors), wherein the client computer is programmed to store a local copy of said menu 
[see e.g. col. 8, lines 54-56 - The Customer Terminal 102 has the capability to 
download the current database from the wide area database server 128 and store the 
data files locally), and to generate orders and to transmit said orders to the server (col. 
6, lines 32-37 - the LAN network 120 is wireless, and the computer 102 consequently 
includes a radiofrequency (rf) or infrared (IR) transmitter 122 for transmitting control 
signals generated by the computer 102 in response to, e.g. manipulation of the touch 
sensitive portion 110), wherein the client computer is further programmed to 
synchronize the local copy of said menu with the menu as stored on the server 
computer, wherein the local copy of the menu is automatically updated in accordance 
with changes made in the server (see e.g. col. 9, lines 30-43). 

Re claims 3-7, 17, 18, 20-23, Camaisa et al. disclose a system, wherein the 
client computer includes at least one hand-held unit, wherein the hand-held unit 
communicates with the server computer by wireless means (see e.g. col. 12, lines 60); 

A system wherein the client computer includes at least one stationary 
touchscreen unit, wherein the stationary touchscreen unit communicates with the server 
computer by wireless means (see e.g. col. 6, lines 27-37); 
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A system, wherein there are a plurality of client computers, wherein some of the 
client computers comprise hand-held units, and wherein some of the client computers 
comprise stationary touchscreen units (see e.g. col. 12, lines 35, 60). 

A system, wherein the server is programmed to permit a manager to make 
permanent additions and deletions to the menu; a system, wherein at least one client is 
programmed to permit a manager to enable and disable a menu item temporarily (see 
e.g. col. 12, lines 12 -26 - manipulation of information is available in several methods 
that accommodates menu setups, categories, daily specials, chef's suggestions, pricing 
changes and the like). 

A system, wherein the client computers are programmed to notify users of any 
changes made to the menu (see e.g. col. 8, lines 10-13 - "to view or listen to 
information relating to a request" is read as "communicating information to users such 
as changes to a menu requested by a user"). 

Re claim 14, Camaisa et al. disclose a method of managing a restaurant or bar, 
the method comprising: a) maintaining a menu of available items in a server computer, 
b) storing a local menu of available items in at least one client computer, the client 
computer being capable of transmitting information to, and receiving information from, 
the server computer (see e.g. col. 8, lines 54-56; col. 6, lines 32-37), and c) updating 
the local menu stored in the client such that the local menu reflects changes made to 
the menu stored in the server (see e.g. col. 6, lines 30-36). 
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Re claim 19, Camaisa et al. disclose a method, wherein step (b) includes storing 
a local menu in a plurality of hand-held units and at least one stationary touchscreen 
unit, the hand-held and stationary touchscreen units communicating with the server 
computer by wireless means (see e.g. col. 12, lines 60; col. 6, lines 27-37). 

Re claim 30, Camaisa et al. disclose a method of managing a restaurant or bar, 
the method comprising: a) maintaining a menu of available items in a server computer 
{see e.g. col. 11, lines 4-18), b) storing a menu of available items in at least one client 
computer, the client computer being capable of transmitting information to, and 
receiving information from, the server computer (see e.g. col. 8, lines 54-56 - The 
Customer Terminal 102 has the capability to download the current database from the 
wide area database server 128 and store the data files locally), and to generate orders 
and to transmit said orders to the server (col. 6, lines 32-37 - the LAN network 120 is 
wireless, and the computer 102 consequently includes a radiofrequency (rf) or infrared 
(IR) transmitter 122 for transmitting control signals generated by the computer 102 in 
response to, e.g. manipulation of the touch sensitive portion 110), c) placing orders for 
items on the menu, the placing of orders being performed through the client computer 
(see e.g. col. 8, lines 13-15), and d) generating a bill to be presented to a customer, 
wherein at least one of steps (c) and (d) comprises choosing a printer to print said 
orders or bills, the choosing step being performed through the client computer (see e.g. 
col. 13, lines 14-19 - the IVO system 100 totals the bill and prints it out). 
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Re claim 32, Camaisa et al. disclose a method, wherein the restaurant or bar 
includes a plurality of distinct printers, and wherein step (c) includes automatically 
printing different portions of an order on more than one of said distinct printers (see e.g. 
col. 15, lines 18-21). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2, 8, 9, 13, 15, 16, 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Camaisa et al. (5,845,263), and further in view of Joseph 
(2003/0177069 A1). 

Re claims 2, 8, 9, 13, 15, 16, 24, camaisa et al. disclose a system wherein the 
server is programmed to permit a manager to make permanent additions and deletions 
to the menu, and wherein at least one client is programmed to permit a manager to 
enable and disable a menu item temporarily {see e.g. col. 2, lines 12-26) ; a system, 
wherein the client computers are programmed to notify users of any changes made to 
the menu (see e.g. col. 8, lines 10-13 - "to view or listen to information relating to a 
request" is read as "communicating information to users such as changes to a menu 
requested by a user"); a method of managing a restaurant or bar, the method 
comprising: a) maintaining a menu of available items in a server computer (see e.g. col. 
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11, lines 4-8), b) storing a local menu of available items in a plurality of client 
computers, (see e.g. col. 8, lines 54-56 - The Customer Terminal 102 has the capability 
to download the current database from the wide area database server 128 and store the 
data files locally), the client computers being capable of transmitting information to, and 
receiving information from the server computer (col. 6, lines 32-37 - the LAN network 
120 is wireless, and the computer 102 consequently includes a radiofrequency (rf) or 
infrared (IR) transmitter 122 for transmitting control signals generated by the computer 
102 in response to, e.g. manipulation of the touch sensitive portion 110), the client 
computers including a plurality of wireless hand-held units and at least one stationary 
touchscreen unit (see e.g. col. 12, lines 35-40, 60), c) updating the local menu stored in 
the server such that the local menus in each of the client computers reflect changes 
made to the menu stored in the server (see e.g. col. 9, lines 30-43); a system for 
management of a restaurant or bar, comprising: a) a server computer (see e.g. fig. 1- 
108), and b) at least one client computer, the client computer being capable of 
transmitting information to, and receiving information from, the server computer (see 
e.g. fig. 1-102), wherein the server is programmed to store and update a menu of items 
available at the restaurant or bar (see e.g. col. 11, lines 4-18 -The large area database 
is updated by the individual vendors), wherein the client computer is programmed to 
store a local copy of said menu (see e.g. col. 8, lines 54-56 - The Customer Terminal 
102 has the capability to download the current database from the wide area database 
server 128 and store the data files locally), and to generate orders and to transmit said 
orders to the server (col. 6, lines 32-37 - the LAN network 120 is wireless, and the 



Application/Control Number: 10/779,803 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3627 

computer 102 consequently includes a radiofrequency (rf) or infrared (IR) transmitter 
122 for transmitting control signals generated by the computer 102 in response to, e.g. 
manipulation of the touch sensitive portion 110), 

Camaisa et al. do not explicitly disclose a system, wherein at least one of the 
server computer and the client computer is programmed to store a count representing a 
quantity of a menu item remaining in stock, and to decrement said count when the 
menu item is ordered, wherein the client computer is programmed to display said count, 
and wherein the client computer is programmed not to accept orders for an item whose 
count has reached zero. 

However, Joseph discloses a system, wherein at least one of the server 
computer and the client computer is programmed to store a count representing a 
quantity of a menu item remaining in stock, and to decrement said count when the 
menu item is ordered (the quantity of the shoes in-stock is reduced by one), and 
wherein the client computer is programmed not to accept orders for an item whose 
count has reached zero {out of stock is displayed at the customer position) (see e.g. 
paragraph 0033) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Camaisa et al., and include the steps wherein at least one of the server 
computer and the client computer is programmed to store a count representing a 
quantity of a menu item remaining in stock, and to decrement said count when the 
menu item is ordered, and wherein the client computer is programmed not to accept 
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orders for an item whose count has reached zero, as taught by Joseph, in order to 
better control the inventory of items. 

Both Joseph and Camaisa et al. show communication between the server 
computer and the client computer and the display of information at the client computer. 
However, they do not specifically disclose the client computer displaying counts. 

It would have been a design choice to display counts, in order to provide more 
information and keep track of inventory. 

Re claims 25 and 26, Camaisa et al. disclose a method , further wherein step (a) 
includes the step of periodically making a permanent change to the menu; a method 
further comprising periodically making a temporary change to the menu by enabling or 
disabling a menu item through one of said client computers (see e.g. col. 12, lines 12 - 
26 - manipulation of information is available in several methods that accommodates 
menu setups, categories, daily specials, chef's suggestions, pricing changes and the 
like). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Aronoff et al. (2005/0065851 A1 supported by provisional 
60/504,554), Brown et al. (2004/0024730 A1), Dev et al. (2004/0158499 A1), Iguchi 
(5,589,676), Conkel et al. (2004/0107141 A1), Imani et al. (2003/0040984), Rapoport et 
al. (5,262,938), Perrill et al. (5003472). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUNA CHAMPAGNE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ Luna Champagne 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 Examiner 

Art Unit 3627 

February 26, 2008 



